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COMMENTS ON "HOLY WAR FROM BAGHDAD Tb CASABLANCA'

Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 25 Feb 84 p 12 -

irticle by Magdl Allam: “Holy War from Baghdad to Casabl. Kh
tablishes is Ovn International”) N

[Text] On.the vay Back From Iran, February

‘eath to the U.S.!" {s the first banner I see from the Alitalia Afrbus as

1 arrived at Tehran airport. It is on the face of an office building off
to one side, printed in gigantic letcers, and it dates back to 1979. At the
airport entrance, another banner: "Islamic Republic: nefther Western nor
Eascern.” Inside the customs area the wall graffitd are numerous: “Peath
to the USSR, “Death to Israel” and "Death to France." These are Just the
Eest rocent and are indicative of the enemies Khomeyni's regime has made in
alditicn to the "Great Satan”, the U.S.

In an attempt to extricate itself from the increasing isolation and to respon

to the nass media hostile to Iran, local authorities picked the revolution's

fifth anuiversary to'stage a large scale meeting for "faithful Khomeyni follo
“syzpathizers" and "friends" from about 40 countries as well as some

Vebjective” individuals, In this lait category were found 20 newsmen from
different counzries. :

As 1 walt for ry bags, a young man in his 30's,
o lis, eyes and his voice, approached me,
iin Mving in Brazil,

bold in demeanor, excitement
He introduced himself as a Palesti
"Brother”, he said, “"What country are you from?"

g¥pt! Dear brother, how is the Islamic tevolution doing in Egypt? 1Is the
victory of Islam over Mubarak's athelst regime near?” There is much euphoria
and naivete here, but the important ‘fact is that this is where the first
Revolutionary Islanic International® of the -20ch century is about. to meet.

tiative comes just 2 wecks after the mceting of the Casablanca

¢ Confercuce, the official Tan-1slanic Organization, shunned by Iran,
ch labelled it a "plot engineeved by the Uniced States." The "guest"
egations are lodged at the Esteghlul (former Hilton) Hotel, in the
2pital's outskirts. The lobby is filled with "Pasadaran" (Revolutionary ‘
Guards) and with long banners hung on the walls with the inscriptions "Long
Life To Khomeyni, To the Coming of the Mahdi, the Messiah," “For the continu-
action of the Prophet’s line until the establishment of the government of faith
ard martyrdom everywhere in the world," "
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My first meeting is with n@ﬁ(ﬁnm J-3 ?urnubl) member of the "Movement
of the Children of the Koran™ the organization of Khomeyni supporters. He
vas condemned to death in his country and now lives in Tehran. The outline

of the {nterview's salient points: “Our organization has made important

cads within the army. We have murdered Jordanian diplomats abroad and we
have carried out the dynamite attacks that recently have shaken Jordan, Last
FEAT Sur attempt to blow up the U.S. embassy in Amman failed. Our objective:
We vant Ning Hussefn's head and we want to establish an Islamic republic."

Returning frem a visit to the Majlis (Farliament), where we were received

by President Hojetoleslam Hashemi Rafsanjami, on the bus I met a member of

the Moroccan delegation. King Massan had recently accused Khomeyni of being’
tehind the popular revoles that have occurred throughout the_whole country.
U1t 4s true,” clafned Abu Mohammed, the pscudonym for ;h(s@roccnﬁ Mbrothex”,

* revolt was instigated by the Moroccan Islamic movement,,a Kliomeyni= |‘v‘-”i"'-
i red orgarfzation. It is headed by(abdel Salam Iassin)'who is now in v

» and we publish the magazine entitled AL JAMAA (Tslamic Comnunity).
batcle for Islan in Moroeco is also“carried out by the "Islamic Moroccan
W', an organization led by Q\bdel Kerim Moteiah) presently living in

«ho publishes the AL MUJAMID (Fighter for Islam) magazine. Before
off the bus, in chorus, a loud "Déath to Hassan, to Bourghiba, to

x and to Assad" was heard. —

o omeraest @Y

Heaor to the Martyrs Who Killed Sadat

In the evening, "the rational radio broadcasted an interview with another .
- ther," in this case, one from Egypt. Yis name is Kemal Al Shiarbasi,
vears old, and is a student in West Germany. He is a member of “Al_Jihad, "
¢ organization that was responsible for the murder of Sadat. "There ls a .
reat deal of cooperation between the Islamic Republic and Al Jihad," he
laized. "It is a sacred duty to follow the Imam Khomeyni." He goes on to
splain that in Egvpt there are other integrated organizations that “cooperate"
Y xodus) founded by(Shukri /5{11’5

for | Lt or rganization of the Kotbiun"
the ideclogue of the Moslem Brotherhood); and the ‘Gund
" organization (Soldiers of God). In Tehran an important road has been
ed after Khaled Islanbulil ‘the actual trigger-man in the Sadat assassina-
tion. He has also been memorialized in a postage stamp on the anniversary
of his being sentenced to death, .

S
)

In addition to Jordanians, Moroccans and Egyptians, this “Revolutionary

Islanic International” also hosted representatives of Gulf Arab countries

that are members of the "Likeracfon, Moverent of the Arabian Peninsula,"”

fapresentatives of the African Islamic countries (Senegal, Nigeria and Mali), .

Aaslan Islanic countries (Pakistanis and Indians) and even French, Americans . :

aid Swedes.  Relations of a Priviledged” nature link ILran with Iraq and '
N v IAAQ

Ledanese Shiftes vhose leaders, the I(odjawleslnnLﬂulumad Bakr Al llakim)and
the Ayalollah(ﬂohm;:éd Fadlallab) reside in Tehran. The latter is the figure
o

v Lay
Kncoeyni would*TTke to sce take the place of the late Musa Sadr. !




Trerefore it {s true that Iran has a fifth colunn tnside Arab and Islamic

countries, made up of fanatical young men ready to sacrifice themselves for

the triuzph of the {deal of the resurgence of the "Umma", (Islamic Nation)

as exposed by Fhozeyni. However, it is also true that this {s just one side
the coin, and at the same time, Iran's international relations are charact~

erized by a surprising sense of political pragmatism. Let us take the case

of its two Arab “allies”, Syria and Libya. The Syrian Government, which is

lay and a cinority government, forcefully represses revolts which asre brought

aboul by vast segments of the population, which is Sunni Muslim. Their

leaZers had viewed the advent of the Islamic Revolution with great hopes and

nad forged close links with Khomeyni in 1979. Nevertheless, 1 year after

the war with iraq broke out, Khomeyni chose to be the ally of Assad. The

erexy. of the comzon enemy became a friend, and the Syrian Muslims were left

to their fate. .

This deep-rooted acbiguity to this day keeps Syrian-Irani relations on a

razor's edge: they are made compatible by the common goal of wanting

ts cverthrow Saddanm Husayn, but they are in a disagreement over all other

zztters, such as the future of Iraq and Lebanon, where Khomeyni would like

to see Islarcic republic established, while Assad, understandably, does not
With regard to Libya, Fhomeyni decided not to normalize bilateral

208 and did not welcome any Libyan emissaries {n the wake of the myster=~

cisappearance of the Imam Musa Sadr. Nevertheless, with Qadhdhafi's

ffers of wezpons, he changed his attitude and today the relationship betwee:

twn countries is defined as "strategic”. .

pragmatic policy characterized the relatfonship with the two super-
with the "hostage crisfs” slowly recceding into the background,

zial linxs are gradually back on the increase. Tehran first of

3il relrbursed its debts owed to public organizations and private banks in

: 1 < in return; Washington uafroze funds deposited at the time by

nd has furnished Iran, through third parties, with weapons and

srts. An illustrative example: In 1981 imports from Iran had

o $63 ofllien. In 1982 they rere about 10 times that much, totalling

.writies have cmaintained good relations with the USSR, even though
i inta have been accuned of spylng for Moscow. "Plotting on

t «f the Tudeh does not affect our relations with Moscow in a negative

we were wold by Forelyn Minister Velayati. "The USSR is our neighbor
=t to have frienily relations with them, based on mutual respect
terference in internal affairs”. Several hundred Soviet advisors
;aged at the Isfanan steel mill as well as at the Atrak Dam construc—
tite, along with comron border.

large, West European or nonaligned countries enjoy a favorable position
erning cormerce. These countries, in addition, are also able
irectly or indirectly, different cypes of weapons. Italy ie in
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the forefront of these weapons supplying countries.
important importer of Iranian goods and the second mo
of goods to Iran, following Jopan.
and middlemen and Rome has become a

Iran.
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The importance lrandzttaches to Italy is illustrated b "y
of Vatican ambassador Sayed( Hadl Khosrowshah{} as hecad of the Iranta

a oz
apparatus for all of West Europe. ) propage
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8t {mportant tzporter
Italy sells weapons through third county

transit center for U.S. arms cestined fo
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Also, Italy 1s the rost )
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